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Tne Urown Prinde of AmoOria fell in love with a
pretty peasant girl. He is convinced by his councillors )
that he must give up his youthful love for the gecod of
his country and the two young lovers bid each other fare-
well, Margot, the girl, leaves the country and goes to —
Paris, where she later marries a pranch adventurer and
dies, leaving a little giﬂ, whom she entrusts to the
care of a no of goo

reputation, This notary, Jacques
Ferrand, is better known to the underworld of Paris :li the
"Schoolmaster®™ and is the head of a , of oriminals wh

rule the underworld, Ferrand takes the child, entrusted

to him, and the money left for her by her mother, and giy
the ohild to the Owl, the keeper of an inn which is the [
rendezvous for the band of thieves, —

Among these sinister surroundings the girl gﬁvo
to womanheood, having for her only companicn and pla

another walf, who in reality is the son of the "School- d
master", who has aworn to make a thief of him to revenge

himself on his wife, who had refused tc lie to keep him

out of a prison sentence,

Years later, Rudolph, who is now king of his
country, decides that he will search for the child of the
woman he had loved so dearly and leaves for Paris to find
her, In his wanderings he stops in at the Rat Hole in =
time to protect Mayflower, the girl from the caresses of
the "Schoolmaster”, who has just returned fmm prisen,
Finding Franccis, the boy, is being overpowered by the
powerful vSchoolmaster" and in danger of his life, May-
flower appeals to the handsome stranger and Rudolph en-

es in oombat with the "Schoolmaster", mastering him by
sclentific strategy. Mayflower 1s ehernally grateful to
him and he is ocuriously attracted to her, oliph explains
his presence in the Rat Hole by saying that he is the
king of the cocunterfeiters and as such is readily accepted
into the inner circle of the thieves,

iph decides to take Mayflower away fom the
environment of crime in which she has lived so long, He
makes arrangements to buy her from the Owl and places her
in the care of his o0ld nurse, who is the wife of the
"Schoolmaster®, Madame Ferrand has lost track of her ..




husband and thinks him dead in prison, but she has never
given up hope of finding her kidnapped son, Francois.
= s Un aslse him with S

On leaving the Fat Hole, Ru Fr
the address to whioh he is taking Mayflower an B0
him that he does not want him to see the 1 for ¢
time, that it is for her own good. Left alone at the Rat
Hole and broken hearted at the loss of lﬁ»;ﬂ@'cr it ie an
easy matter for the Owl and her partners to conv

ince the
boy that Rudelph's designs on Mayflower are not honorable
and the boy tells them where Mayflower has gone, Thanks
to a looket which the dy!.ni mother had placed around
Mayflower's neck, which heolds a minlature of Rudo and
bears the royal coat of arms, the thieves see in the girl
a possible means of making Rudolph pay a large ransom for
the girl, and set to work to kidnap her, ; '

In the meantime, Mayflower in her new surround-
ings, finde that she is more and more attracted to Ml{h
and Rudolph realizes that he is in love with Mayflower, the
little waif he has befriended. She wanders down the lane
and is kidnapped by the Owl and her confederates and is
taken back to the Rat Hole. There the Owl thrusts her
into a sunken chamber, used as a dungeon and which 18 so/
arranged that it can be flooded with water, thus_ '
of unwelcome visitors in a quist way. .

Francols goes towamn Madame Ferrand to guard
Mayflower and finds that ehe has already been kidnapped.
Rushing to Paris, he tells Rudolph what he has done and
the misfortune which has befallen Mayflower, Sending
Francois to the Rat Hole to find out what has become of
Mayflower, Rudeolph plans to entice the gang to his house
and to surprise them,

At the Rat Hole, Franccis finds the gang assembled
and feigns ignorance of the forego events, Down in the
sunken chamber, Mayflower discovers that the water 1s
grtﬁunlly flooding her prison, Rudolph, having completed

is plans, appears at the Rat Hole and enlists the assist-
ance of the gang to help him rob a house. Francols is sent
to spy and to corroborate Rudolph's story. In the boy's
absence, the gang set on Rudolph, knock him unconsciocus and
throw him down intc the sunken chamber to keep Mayflower
company, they tell him, The water is fast rising and May-
flower and Rudolph vainly try to find some means of escape,

At Rudolph's house, Francois leads the E_:ng in
and delivers them into the hands of the pdlice. en he

diecovers that Rudolph 18 not with them, he suspects foul
play and returns to the Rat Hole, without waiting for the
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